
St Joseph Parish Pastoral Council 
Monday, November 18, 2013 

Present were: Fr. Kevin Russeau (Pastor),  Amy Barrett (Chair), Fr. Brian Ching, Greg Lorch, Bruce Jones, Janel 
Charlton, Chris Slott, Alicia Fullenkamp, Mark Stanish, Joe Larson, Nancy Horvath, Ed Jordanich, Mandy 
Kinnucan, Emmeline D’Agostino, Steve Matz, Mary Stepney and Patric Richter. Trish Maher was absent.  

I. Preliminary Matters 

    A. Opening Prayer: Nancy Horvath opened the meeting with prayer. 

    B. Minutes: The minutes of the Pastoral Council meeting of September 16, 2013, having been reviewed by 
members, were approved. 

II. Commission Highlights  

A. Christian Action – Janel Charlton: Two meetings since last Pastoral Council meeting. They planned the 
Faithful Citizenship Series at Corby’s. Also are considering a breakfast club that would cover the same topics as the 
Corby’s series for those who prefer the alternate venue. 
The Commission would like to incorporate more prayer in their Catholic Social Teaching events. They have 
considered regular prayer meetings as well as adding a prayer portion to their scheduled Christian Action events. 
Mary Ellen O’Connell was the speaker for the Corby’s event with 40 people in attendance. The group prayed for 
peace at the conclusion of the talk. The Corby speaker series will continue throughout the year. Many topics are on 
the table for consideration, among them race issues, women in the Church, peace, immigration, poverty. 
 
Winter drives are underway or being considered. The Commission wonders if asking for specifics is most 
successful. Currently we are collecting blankets for St. Vincent de Paul and coats for the Center for the Homeless.  
They are considering a coffee and sugar drive for the Catholic Worker House. Janel asked Council if they like the 
idea and if so, how often is appropriate. Several on Council liked the idea of asking for specific items and having 
the collection run each month for a month at a time. The Giving Tree is coming soon as well. Fr. Kevin said some 
sort of informational flyer or poster will go out soon listing for the parish all the November/December giving 
opportunities.  
 
January 26th we will participate in a pro-life prayer service with the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Amy asked if we have a need in our parish for offering rides to Mass. Fr. Kevin said we did, found a volunteer to 
offer that service, then the need was no longer there. Perhaps we can find a way to identify those who may be in 
need. 

B. Christian Formation – Chris Slott: Three new members have been welcomed to the Commission:  Brittany 
Gelchion from the school staff, Victoria Pekarek a Saint Joseph High School student and member of our Youth 
Group, Barbara Carlson, a representative of our parish’s older demographic, and Brian Kirzeder. 
Commission has focused on the Advent Resource table which will be in church for the next two weeks and will be 
staffed by Commission members at all Masses both weekends and on Thanksgiving Day. 
Evening with Mary will take place on December 11th. Last year the topic was Our Lady of Guadalupe. The 
Commission hopes to make this an annual event with each year’s program dedicated to a different Marian topic. 
This year will be the Immaculate Conception. 
Quiet Evening of Prayer will be offered on Thursday, December 19th. As in the past, there will be no service or 
itinerary. Simply an opportunity for quiet prayer and Eucharistic Adoration during a very busy time of year. 

C. Community Life – Mandy Kinnucan: First meeting October 17th. They discussed the strengths and 
weaknesses of our parish, the minutes reflect the discussion in more detail. They talked about how they can grow 



hospitality at St. Joe. We have a strong and tight knit group in place already, but sometimes it can be tough to break 
through if you are new to the scene. They feel it can be intimidating and are looking for ideas for extending 
hospitality to all – families with children, empty nesters, singles, families without children. Mandy asked for 
suggestions. 
Ed offered a follow up call a couple months after the Welcome Sunday reception might be helpful. 
It was suggested that the caller might invite the new member(s) to a specific parish event, and encourage them to 
join them when they arrive, making it easier for newcomers to take that first step toward joining. 
Pat wondered if we could make an effort to notice the new faces at Mass and extend a welcome. Mary added it can 
be as simple as eye contact, a smile, a handshake. 
Mandy said they also discussed ways the Christian Action and Community Life Commissions can fit together under 
the Stewardship umbrella. 

D. Liturgy – Joe Larson: Little to report as this commission did not meet since last meeting, but will gather 
tomorrow night. Fr. Brian said the big topics ahead will be Advent and Christmas planning and Art and 
Environment. 

E. School Board – Bruce Jones: The Auction was a great success again this year. Bruce said it was a beautiful 
event and venue. Mrs. Wiwi asked for money for technology and the bidders stepped up. She will purchase iPads 
for the lower level. When everything is counted, net proceeds are estimated close to $100,000, a very good number, 
particularly in light of the ongoing capital campaign. 
Report cards and parent-teacher conferences next week. 
The school’s performance of Alice in Wonderland at St. Mary’s College last week was well done. Bruce offered 
kudos to the directors and all involved. 
Fr. Brian reported that Mrs. Hamel reported ISTEP scores were very good again this year. We saw a slight dip in 
the passing rate among those who were online when the computers went down. Mary asked if we feel the voucher 
program is hurting our scores as was speculated last year. Fr. Kevin said that has been the case in some schools that 
have seen heavy transfers due to the vouchers, but we have very few transfer cases here, and it has had no bearing 
on our ISTEP scores.  
 
      F. Stewardship – Ed Jordanich: Commission has been discussing the approach they want to take with our 
Stewardship program in order to make it accessible year round. Becky has been working with ParishSoft to 
implement a new online software package that will allow for online sign up for ministries. They plan to roll out the 
full program in January and introduce the new system to the parish. 
Amy asked about Fr. Kevin’s comments in the Stewardship Commission minutes saying he would like to eliminate 
all school fundraising. Fr. Kevin spoke at some length about various forms of stewardship that are working at other 
parishes, from the extreme (Wichita diocese which has no fundraisers or school tuition, but relies on stewardship to 
fund their spiritual, educational and sacramental needs) to the more conservative (a true tuition figure and no 
fundraising).  There are a vast number of permutations to this idea, and it would be an idea that would be discussed 
in great detail among many parish groups before any plan was considered, perhaps sometime in the future. Fr. Brian 
said HASA has already suggested one large raffle – perhaps selling 1,000 raffle tickets at $100 each, to replace 
several smaller fundraisers now in place (e.g. Burger King books, candy sale, etc.) 
 
III. Pastor Report 

     A. Director of Music and Liturgy: A new director has been hired. Jessica Springer comes to us from St. 
Anthony’s Parish. She will assume her duties here on December 2nd, although we are working with St. Anthony’s 
during the transition to allow Jessica to continue to work with their choir and help with Advent and Christmas 
preparations through December. Fr. Kevin noted the Parish Staff has been working very well together despite the 
newness of so many – or perhaps because of it. It has been inevitable with so many new faces that many questions 
are being asked and explored, which has been good for all of us and the parish. 



       B. Pastor-training conference: Fr. Kevin recently returned from his pastor training conference in Baltimore. 
He attended 4-6 seminars each day, the stewardship conference being his favorite. He learned there are no 
textbooks to teach a pastor how to run his parish, as our parish is unique, but he knows the Pastoral Council is 
key to success. Fr. Kevin wants Pastoral Council to remain diverse, to continue excellent discussion on all parish 
concerns. We have a good parish with a lot of great resources. 

    C. Capital Project and Finances: Fr. Kevin learned this weekend that much of the parish did not have an 
understanding of the niches being added to the back of the church. Because that work was not part of the original 
plans, the information was not as widely disseminated as other capital campaign project proceedings. Fr. Brian 
has ordered statues of St. Andre Bessette and Blessed Basil Moreau to grace those spaces. The Ackles Center is 
almost complete. There are finishing touches to be done, particularly in the area of furnishings and décor, but we 
are fairly settled and the space is being used to great effect on a regular basis. Recently we served a group of 80 
downstairs for a funeral luncheon. Scouts, parent groups, youth group and others are enjoying our new building. 
The pre-school is doing great. Playground is in place and in use. The church pews from the back half of the 
church will be finished and returned soon. We will then send the pews from the balcony, waiting until January to 
remove the front half of the church so as to keep disturbance and distraction to a minimum during our Advent 
and Christmas seasons. The church doors and possible lighting improvements will wait until all church wood 
refurbishments are complete. The school addition will be the final phase of the campaign, featuring gymnasium, 
music room, bridges lab. A committee from 2010 has already laid out the basic footprint for the addition. 
  Fr. Kevin is drafting a letter which will be mailed to all capital campaign contributors soon. It will relate a full 
update on progress and include statements of pledge status. 
  We cannot begin construction on the new building until we have in hand 50% of the cost. When the parish 
knows where we stand and what we need, they will decide if they want to make payments to allow us to break 
ground in spring of 2014 or 2015. It may be a bit ambitious to expect the parish to submit enough pledge 
payments to begin only one year into the campaign. 
  As a parish we are in good financial standing, however the unexpected  (though fortuitous) purchase of the car 
wash parking lot did delete much of our savings. This is not a major concern at this time, but we are not in a 
position to take risks. If 50% of the cost of the project is not in hand, Fr. Kevin will not ask the diocese for  
special dispensation. (The dry wells in the car wash parking lot have been finished and it will be paved soon.) 

IV. Varia 

        Pastoral Council Minutes approved tonight from last meeting will be placed on our website. 
   Fr. Kevin encouraged Council members to be liaisons for parishioners, as well as being eyes and ears for Fr. 
Kevin, to bring ideas, concerns, needs of the parish to him. 
   Emmeline asked if, with the arrival of Advent, some sort of pulpit announcement might be made asking the 
congregation to observe some silent reverence before Masses. This launched a good deal of discussion among 
Council members as to how to delicately deal with this issue. Fr. Brian said the choir is adding preludes to Mass 
which might encourage some to be quiet before the start of Mass. Greg suggested we welcome people from the 
altar awhile before Mass and encourage them to use the time for silent reflection/prayer. The issue is particularly 
present at the 10 am Mass, though we are not addressing the inevitable noise that comes from small children. We 
are targeting the general visiting among adults which has become our habit. Fr. Kevin asked Joe Larson if the 
Liturgy Commission would also take this matter under discussion. We do want to be careful not to offend or  
dampen the vibrancy of the parish, rather to simply encourage some pre-Mass reverence. 

        Fr. Kevin thanked all Council members for their willingness to serve and to share their time and talent with 
their parish. He then closed the meeting with prayer. 
 

Next meeting:  January 27, 2014, 7:00 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted by Lisa Slott. 


